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The "Other-Shaping” of China's National Image:
A Sinological Approach and It's Discourse Construction
Xu Baofeng

Abstract: The world is undergoing change on a scale unseen in a century, China inevitably encounters various risks and
challenges while the national images faced with a practical dilemma between "self-shaping" and "other-shaping" in the process of
approaching the center stage of the world. Three factors contribute to the complexity of this dilemma: the mosaic-like knowledge
structure of the external world regarding China, the absence of” constructive ideological resources ot China in the globalized system,
and the contrasting and ambiguous treatment of the boundaries between traditional and the modern Chinese society. As a unique
intellectual resource, sinologists have discovered a distinctive sinological approach for the "other-shaping" ot China's national image,
constructing an eftective discourse pattern from the dimensions of knowledge, ideology, and image logic. In the future, we should
deepen the construction of this discourse pattern from three dimensions: the connection mechanism of global sinological discourse
capability, the think tank model of sinological discourse expression, and the dialogical form of sinological discourse understanding,

Keywords: national image, sinological approach, discourse pattern
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