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The Translation and Dissemination of Chinese Ballads in the English Journal The China Review
Li Bingting

Abstract: Western diplomats and missionaries who came to China in the late Qing Dynasty took the lead
in translating and disseminating many Chinese ballads in the English journal The China Review, constructing
a world of ballads with rich themes and diversified forms. Through a systematic review of the literature of The
China Review, it is found that early Western translators mainly formed their views on Chinese ballads from the
perspective of Western culture. They categorized Chinese ballads into poetry, thus broadening the conception
of traditional Chinese poetry. They adopted different translation methods, such as form-reshaping translation,
analogical interpretation, and free-style translation, to reproduce the characteristics of Chinese ballads in poetic
structure and themes from different levels, which was of pioneering significance to Westerners’ understanding
Chinese ballads.

Key word: The China Review, Chinese ballads, poetic form of ballads, terms of ballads, translation and

dissemination of ballads

The First Encounter between Chinese and Western Literature:
A Study of Michele Ruggieri’s Popular Stories
Zhang Xiping & Chen Qian

Abstract: The Popular Stories is a Chinese language learning textbook jointly written by Michele
Ruggieri and his Chinese teacher. Among them, thirty stories were selected from ancient Chinese textbooks,
enlightenment textbooks, and historical stories, reflecting the ideological and cultural tendency of the integration
of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism in the late Ming Dynasty. The four Western stories in the collected
into the book were from the Aesop’s Fables, The Bible, and The Story of the Saints. This article studies The
Popular Stories from several aspects: the study of the original texts, the editing characteristics, and the study on
the integration between Chinese and Western literature. The debut of Aesop’s Fables in The Popular Stories in
China represented the first presence of Western literature in Chinese language in Chinese literature, which is of
significance and value in the study on the history of Chinese literary, foreign literary and translation.

Key word: The Popular Stories, literature, Michele Ruggieri, Aesop s Fables

A Study of the State Letter Sent by the King Philip II of Spain to the
Emperor of the Ming Dynasty in the 16th Century
Li Chenguang
Abstract: During the reign of Philip II, Spain conquered the Philippines, a neighbor of China. Afterwards,
Spaniards repeatedly suggested to their royal family that a highest-ranking diplomatic mission should be sent
to China from Madrid on behalf of the king. After rigorous deliberation and preparation, Philip II finally made
a decision to send a mission to China in 1580, and personally made arrangement for related matters. Studying
the State letter to China authorized by Philip II, this article attempts to re-present the historical background, the
preparation, and the failure of the first Spain mission to China, in order to assist further research on historical

roots of the bilateral relationship between China and the West, and to explore valuable historical materials of Sino-
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