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Yan Shaodang: The Founder of Overseas Chinese

Studies or Sinology Studies in Contemporary China

Zhang Xiping
Abstract: Yan Shaodang, as the pioneer of Overseas Chinese Studies
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or Sinology Studies in contemporary China, starts his overseas Chinese
studies from the perspective of comparative literature. He puts forward many
important research methods, like the theory of cultural context, multilateral
cultural research, variant theory, positivism study of the original text, and
research on the history of Chinese books exchange. Mr. Yan has made
outstanding contributions to many fields such as Overseas Chinese Studies,
Sino-Japanese cultural exchanges, classical philology, comparative literature,
etc., and has set up a model for studying Overseas Chinese Studies from the
perspective of comparative culture.

Key words: Yan Shaodang; Sinology; Chinese Studies in Japan;

Comparative Literature
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