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Abstract: Michele Ruggieri, an Italian Jesuit who settled in China’s mainland during the
late Ming Dynasty, composed 34 metrical poems in Chinese. These poems hold a unique
distinction as they constitute the sole collection of Chinese metrical poems written by
Europeans between 1500 and 1900. This paper begins by exploring Michele Ruggieri’s
study materials for metrical poetry, primarily his handwritten manuscript of “ Poetic
Rhyme,” to unravel the underlying process of his metrical poetry studies. Subsequently, it
analyzes his poetry writing from three core aspects of metrical poetry composition: the
metrical application of modern-style poetry; the requirement for balanced vocabulary within
verses; the incorporation of classical allusions within the poems. Additionally, through an
in-depth analysis of the content of these poems, the paper discusses Ruggieri’s study and
utilization of Qian-Jia-Shi in his poetic composition. The most distinctive feature of
Ruggieri’s poetry writing lies in the integration of Chinese and Western literature within the
poems, including the pioneering introduction of Aesop’s Fables in poetic form. As a result,
Michele Ruggieri’s poems stand as a highly distinctive collection in the history of Ming
Dynasty poetry.
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1. Macerata, Italy: Premiato stab. tip. F. Giorgetti, 1911 ;Julian Zarco. La Ciudad de Dios. El Escorial ,
1921. CXXVI: 290; Thierry Meynard, Roberto Villasante. La filosofia moral de Confucio por Michele
Ruggieri: La primera traduccion de las obras de Confucio al espaiiol en 1590. Madrid: Mensajero,
2018; Fonti Ricciane: documenti originali concernenti Matteo Ricci e la storia delle prime relazioni tra
I’ Europa e la Cina, 1579-1615. Ed. e commentate M. da Pasquale D’Elia. Roma: Libreria dello Stato
1942-1949 ; Le P. Ruggieri et le probléeme de 1’évangélisation en Chine. Rome: PUG, 1964 ;Francesco
Antonio Gisondi. Michele Ruggieri S. J. Missionario in Cina, primo sinologo europeo e poeta “cinese”
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N7 WFFEY3(2001) :101-115; Michele Ferrero. ed. Il primo Confucio latino: 1l grande studio,
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M HRER 2>+ (A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610) , [m]£1# 22w 1%, & /Dt
Ko b DA RS AU, 2012 4R (A iR P IR — 5 RIFBESY) s IKRUF . (P IR Y Y
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